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The upheavals in Jordan’s strategic environmene tsparked a heated debate on the
social media regarding the identity of the Hasherkihgdom and Jordan’s relations with
Israel. The dynamic challenges that form the bamkgd to this debate include the civil
war in Syria, which has resulted in some 1.5 millrefugees fleeing to Jordan and the
establishment of jihadi Islamist terror infrastiuets near the kingdom’s borders; the
continued instability in Iraq, with nearly half ailln Iraqgi refugees settling in Jordan
over the past decade; and the apparent stalemalte ilsraeli-Palestinian arena, which
greatly influences public opinion in Jordan, espl¢giamong the Palestinian majority.

The response to the killing in March 2014 of Raeitet, a Jordanian-Palestinian judge,
at the Allenby Bridge crossing by IDF soldiers s an illustrative case study in this
matter. Leftists, Islamists, and independent astvjoined hands with MPs, most of them
of Palestinian origin, and tried to leverage thadant to exert public and parliamentary
pressure on the King. Their pressure included giliax demand to annul the peace
treaty with Israel, expel the Israeli ambassadomfrAmman, and release Ahmed
Dagamseh, the Jordanian soldier responsible fomireler of seven Israeli schoolgirls in
Naharayim in 1997.

Three demonstrations of force took place the dégr @ie judge was killed: one outside
the Israeli embassy in Amman; a protest sponsoyatidby lawyers and judges' unions,
where Israeli flags were burned and protestersedafor the expulsion of Israel's
ambassador; and a vote of no confidence in thead@d parliament, in which the
Palestinian committee and the Human Rights comenitiehe Lower House demanded
that the peace treaty with Israel be revoked.

King Abdullah II publicly condemned the shootingilent. He sent Foreign Minister
Nasser Judeh to deliver a condemnation in parliaraed pledge that the judge's death
would be investigated immediately. In addition, tkieg offered condolences to the
family and had his photo taken while embracingl#te judge's father. Some twenty-four
hours after the incident, Israeli Prime Ministerniamin Netanyahu, presumably in
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coordination with the Jordanian royal house, segmilalic apology and expressed Israel’s
sympathies to the people and government of Jow@hannounced the establishment of
a joint Israeli-Jordanian team to complete the stigation.

Following the incident, three main trends were eutdn the intensive discussions on the
social media: 1. There are strong differences pr@ach between the various influential
groups in Jordar the Trans-Jordanians and the Palestinian Jordanian the question
of identity and solidarity among “Jordanians” versiPalestinians.” 2. The efforts by
some Palestinians and opposition leaders in Jotdamobilize public opinion and
leverage this incident for the purposes of escajakilateral Israeli-Jordanian relations
clearly failed. 3. The Jordanian-Israeli peace egwent remains of strategic importance
in the eyes of the Trans-Jordanians.

Palestinian Jordanians and Trans-Jordanian Relatios

“Palestinian” vs. “Jordanian” identity : An online crisis began when Palestinian
activists chose to emphasize the Palestinian ityenitithe judge who was killed — he was
originally from the northern West Bank city of Nabl— over his Jordanian nationality.
This sentiment was likewise clearly evident whemsoprotesters waved Palestinian
flags at the demonstrations and used the eventdardo put pressure on the King,
embarrass him, and threaten a no-confidence vdteeiparliament. This behavior led to
a counter-response on the social media, primardynfJordanian citizens and activists
who are not of Palestinian origin.

Jordanian youth and the King: Young Jordanians are giving their support to Kieg
because of his success in preserving Jordaniag and obstructing the regional chaos
that threatens to breach the gates of the kingdtmuang people who have witnessed the
wave of revolutions in Arab countries are not iagted in paying a similar price, and
therefore are not eager to see the King’s legitimerode. The attempt to undermine his
policies actually led to a counter reaction, a fation of a united front and immediate
and definitive opposition to the demands being maudine, some even went so far as to
comment, “We are all Jordanians, so why make tisisndtion?” and “The only flag that
should have been waved at the protests is the @iardélag.” Thus the three principal
demands mentioned above have not received broalit mupport, and there was no
online consensus on these issues. Overall, thesetioe attempt to leverage the Allenby
Bridge incident into a strategic move against Ishas failed.

The “alternative homeland” vs. a country based on itizenship: Some online

discussion maintains that Jordanian citizens oé$mlian origin have not relinquished
their Palestinian national identity. At issue heréhe kingdom’s future: will it retain its
Hashemite character or, given the presence of mangrities — Palestinians, Syrians,
and Iraqgis, who in fact constitute a decisive mgjot will Jordan become what is called

2



INSS Insight No. 546 The Question of Identity in Jordan and the Peace Treaty
with Israel: Jordanian Discourse on the Social Media

the “alternative homeland’al-watan al-badedl)? Young Jordanians see this as the most
dangerous scenario for the stability of the royalde and of the country itself, as they
fear that the Palestinians, who are already theirlmh majority, will turn Jordan into a
de-facto Palestinian state. There are discussinliseoof a different scenario, a country
based on citizenship (“a state of all its citizgng”’which every Jordanian citizen would
have equal rights and obligations, with no tribetmic group having preference.

Israel-Jordan Relations

As a result of the incident at the Allenby Bridgejs clear that today a majority of
Jordanian youths participating in discussions om shcial media support the Israeli-
Jordanian peace treaty. It is not only the goveyrehte that understands the strategic
importance of the treaty for Jordan; for young pepthe agreement serves as a critical
stabilizing element. In their view, the treaty adly maintains the dynamic and the
internal balance in Jordan between Trans-Jordami@h Palestinian citizens and is
essential for the survival of the royal house.nifthe past there was opposition to the
peace treaty among the Jordanian population, fgrdhe King and his ministers to
defend it, today it enjoys broader legitimacy. Thentiment underlines the failure of
using the shooting incident as political ammunitgainst the King.

Comments

Jordanian youths, especially Trans-Jordanianggradually taking the place traditionally
held by the Bedouin tribes as the basis of supgwitlegitimacy for the Hashemite royal
house, and for King Abdullah Il in particular. Thiegve chosen to position themselves in
the King's camp out of a belief in their ability iofluence him, bring about the desired
reforms and changes, and successfully meet théenlgak of regional instability, without
unnecessary uprising. In the past eighteen mogths)g activists have been shown to
side with the King time and time again when powlegdtoups in Jordan attempted to
pressure him. This has enabled the King to remainepful in the face of domestic
pressures and prevent them from destabilizing ithgdiom.

Today in Jordan, young people are the force thkitnibas the two internal centers of
power, the Trans-Jordanian tribal leaders and sha@mist movements, particularly the
Muslim Brotherhood (whose support base comes frordahians of Palestinian origin).
Therefore, any future domestic crisis in the kingdwill also have to be examined
through the prism of this balance of power.

In the past, the peace treaty gave legitimacy taelsn the region, while inside Jordan,
increased criticism of the treaty and normalizauoth Israel prevailed. Today, however,
at a time when the Arab world is in turmoil and Biaaders are losing their legitimacy,
the peace treaty with Israel has become a basieddmacy and a stabilizing factor for
the Jordanian royal house. This insight has ledngopeople in Jordan to respect the
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peace treaty and view it as a strategic asset whiogmrtance should not be
underestimated.

The weight of the challenges facing the kingdonejuding outside interference in its

domestic affairs; the refugees from Syria; the afs@ordan as a transit and supply route
by jihadi elements on their way to Syria; the sglegoetween those who demand reforms
and the traditional elites, who wish to presene dld order; the stalemate in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict; and the economic crisis, halleled to discussions on the future

identity of Jordan: preserving the Hashemite kingddbecoming the new, “alternative

homeland,” or ushering in a “state of all its @#i®.” This conversation is just in its

beginning, and it is worth following its developnten
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